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SPECULATORS SENTENCED FOR
HOARDING PRECIOUS METALS

The trial of six specvlatnvs, former wholegsle traders in gold, Jewelers,
goldsmiths, and watchmakers, nec Jus% baen concluded. These persons were
accused of fraud in connecticn with fupplies ¢f preclous metals and watch-
makers' needs.

The worst offender was Frantig=k Kodat, goldsmith and watchmaker, who
managed to accumuluate Dreciour matals snd other goods in the amount of 31
million crowns. Vaclav Klus, former wholssaler in precious metals, had
buried in the earth and secrsted with varicus acquaintances metals and goods
i1 the amount of 15 million crowns. .Jan La Mothe, & silversmith, at the
time of the nationalization program, ha&ad held back metals and silver goods
valued at 8 million crowns., Jan Soral, a gcldamith, had secreted gold and
prccious metals in excess of !5 million crownz. Miloslay Suchma, a trader
in gold, had hoarded gold vained at 4,806,000 crowns, Zdenek Mrazek, a
Jeweler, had gold and jewsls in his poBsession in srxcess of 3 million crowns.

All of the accused men were from Prague, and the hearings were conducted
before & tribunal of five members of the okres criminal court, After 2 days,
they were found guilty and sentensed as Tr.llows:  Frantisek Kodat, 12 years;
Vaclav Klus, 8 years; Jan Soral, & years: Jaa La Motte, 6 years: and Miloslav
Suchman and Zdensk Mrazek, O yasrz anch.

In addition, all six were deprives of all their property by confiscation
and deprived of the rights of citizenship for 1C years.
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